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Romance Languages
(MA)
The Department of Romance Languages offers an extensive range of
courses and degree programs, from instruction in beginning languages
through the study of the literatures and cultures of French-, Italian-,
Portuguese-, and Spanish-speaking countries. Students can earn a
bachelor of arts (BA) degree in French, Italian, Spanish, or Romance
languages; the master of arts (MA) is also available in these areas. The
doctor of philosophy (PhD), is awarded in either Spanish or Romance
languages (RL). The RL PhD encompasses a primary language and
literature and a supporting area. Romance languages is a liberal-
arts major, providing a valuable background for students interested in
graduate work, teaching, and a wide array of other professional and
international careers that require strong analytical and communication
skills.

Preparation
The department recommends the following preparation for study leading
to a major in any of the Romance languages:

1. As much work as possible in the student’s major language.
Knowledge of a second Romance language is helpful but not required

2. Knowledge of the history, geography, and politics of the areas where
the student’s major language is spoken

3. Communication skills, speech, and essay writing that help the student
convey ideas logically. In literature and film courses, papers or essay
examinations are generally required

4. Experience in literary and cultural studies and linguistics

Careers
Students who graduate with a bachelor of arts degree in Romance
languages typically enter a variety of occupations. Language teaching is
an obvious possibility. Proficiency in a second language and knowledge
of other cultures enhances study and career opportunities in other areas
as well. Romance languages majors, especially those who have a second
major in another discipline (e.g., art history, business administration,
economics, family and human services, history, international studies,
journalism, music, or political science) find positions in communications
media, government foreign service, international business and law,
libraries, social service organizations, and travel and tourist-related
agencies, among others.

Faculty
Faculty members in the Department of Romance Languages actively
participate in other UO interdisciplinary programs and departments (e.g.,
African studies, cinema studies, comparative literature, European studies,
Latin American studies, linguistics, medieval studies, and women’s and
gender studies). For descriptions, see those sections of this catalog.

Scholarships
The department administers scholarships for undergraduate and
graduate students of Romance languages:

• The Beall Graduate Dissertation Scholarship is awarded to doctoral
students to support dissertation writing

• The Françoise Calin scholarship is awarded every year to a French
major or minor

• The Leona M. Kail Scholarship supports studies in the Department of
Romance Languages (Offered on alternate years.)

• Wayne Andre Gottshall Fund supports undergraduate students in
studies in the Department of Romance Languages

• The Emmanuel Hatzantonis Scholarship is awarded every year to a
Romance languages major or minor who is studying in Italy with the
university’s overseas study program

• Dr. Carl L. Johnson Scholarship supports studies in the Department
of Romance Languages with preference to French majors.

• The Helen Fe Jones Spanish Student Fellowship supports study
abroad in a Spanish-speaking country

• The Perry J. Powers Scholarship is awarded annually to an
outstanding Romance languages student

• The Charles Stickles Endowment Scholarship is awarded for study in
a Spanish-speaking country

• Nicolette B. Weicker Memorial Scholarship is awarded with
preference to students specializing in French or Italian. 

• The James T. and Mary Alice Wetzel Graduate Scholarship is
awarded every year to an outstanding graduate student in the
Department of Romance Languages

More information may be obtained from the department office in early
January or on the department website, rl.uoregon.edu/scholarships
(http://rl.uoregon.edu/scholarships/).

.

Program Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this program, students will be able to:

All courses must be taken on a graded basis. Coursework must be
completed with grades of B– or better, and a grade point average (GPA)
of 3.00 or better must be maintained.

A student whose knowledge of the language or languages is found to be
deficient must take remedial work—an advanced writing class, additional
study abroad, or some form of language immersion.

Master of Arts: Romance Language
Code Title Credits

RL 608 Workshop: [Topic] 1 2-4

RL 620 Graduate Study in Romance Languages 2 2-4

RL 623 Romance Languages Colloquium: [Topic] 3 2-4

RL 607 Seminar: [Topic] 3 2

Graduate-level course in each literary period in major
language (see Literary Periods list)

16

Graduate-level course in each of two periods in major
language

8

Graduate-level course in each literary period in minor
language

16

Research project

Total Credits 48-54

http://rl.uoregon.edu/scholarships/
http://rl.uoregon.edu/scholarships/
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Literary Periods
• French

• medieval and Renaissance

• 17th–18th centuries

• 1830–1945

• 1945 to the present

• Italian
• medieval

• Renaissance

• 17th–19th centuries

• 20th century to the present

• Spanish
• 11th century–1605

• 1605–1810

• 1810–1939

• 1939 to the present

Master of Arts Research Project
The degree requires a research project (either a master's essay or a
pedagogy portfolio) that allows a student to expand his or her expertise
in literary and cultural studies or in teaching language, literature, and
culture. A faculty member oversees the development of the final product
and evaluates it. The student must identify a faculty member willing to
serve as director and secure his or her signature of approval for the
project by the ninth week of spring term of the first year.

The research project should be between 6,000 and 9,000 words. In
consultation with the research project director, the student chooses
whether to write the project in a Romance language or in English.

Research projects are approved by the director and are referred to the
student’s MA examination committee (see below) for remediation if the
work is found to be deficient or in need of revision. The director submits
a final copy of the approved essay or portfolio to the department office by
the last day of classes in spring term of the second year.

Essay in Literary and Cultural Studies

This essay allows students to widen their knowledge in one or more
Romance languages, literatures, and cultures. In addition, the essay
permits students to focus in greater depth on writing formal academic
prose, presenting an interpretation, constructing an argument,
documenting sources and references, and honing persuasive strategies.
At the end of the first year of study, the student chooses one of the
seminar papers that he or she submitted during the first three terms
of course work. During the summer session immediately following, the
student expands and polishes the paper.

Students who plan to apply for the PhD program in Romance languages
at the University of Oregon must complete an essay in literary and
cultural studies.

MA Pedagogy Portfolio in Teaching Language, Literature,
and Culture

This project allows students to explore in depth specific issues of
teaching a Romance language, its literature and cultures. The portfolio is
designed in consultation with the director and serves to demonstrate the
student’s professional expertise. The portfolio may include the following
documents: a coherent collection of teaching materials supported by
a theoretical rationale; a description, personal assessment, and third-
party evaluation of an internship experience (e.g., a participatory learning

experience at the UO); a formal "philosophy of teaching" statement;
documentation of participation in a professional conference; and other
components as recommended by the director.

Students who plan to apply for the doctoral program in Romance
languages at the University of Oregon must complete a master of arts
essay in literary and cultural studies.

Examinations

The master of arts examination comprises two four-hour exams taken in
the seventh week of spring term in the second year.

For students studying for the MA in French, Italian, or Spanish, the
first exam consists of one specific question in each of the four literary
periods. The second exam consists of a detailed analysis of a short text
in two parts: a close reading of the text and a consideration of the text
in its social, historical, cultural, and/or literary contexts. The student, in
consultation with the examination committee, chooses in which of the four
periods this second exam is done.

The exams for the Romance languages MA are similar to those for
French, Italian and Spanish. However, in the first exam students are
asked to draw on examples from both their major and minor literatures in
their answer to at least one of the questions. They are encouraged (but
not required) to refer to both literatures in their answers to the other three
short questions.

The graduate secretary informs the students and the examination
committee members of the scheduled exam date.

Examination Committee
By the sixth week of fall term in the second year, students submit to
their advisors and to the director of graduate studies an MA Examination
Committee form with the names of faculty members suggested to cover
other examination periods and signed by the committee chair.

By the end of the tenth week of fall term in the second year, students
submit a preliminary examination reading list of literary works on which
to be examined to the members of their exam committees and to the
director of graduate studies.

Examination Reading List

Students construct a reading list, drawn up in consultation with the exam
committee, using the departmental reading list and the syllabuses and
bibliographies of the seminars they have taken, as well as the summer
reading done in preparation for the fall forum.

For students studying for the MA in French, Italian, or Spanish, the
reading list consists of at least ten items in each of the four periods,
drawn up in consultation with the exam committee. Of the ten works in
each period, at least five must be chosen from the departmental reading
list. The other works can be suggested by the student, based on his or
her own interests and readings.

For students studying for the MA in Romance languages, the reading
list consists of at least twelve items in each of the four periods: eight in
the major language and four in the minor. Of the eight works in the major
language, at least four must be chosen from the departmental reading
list; all texts in the minor language must be chosen from the departmental
reading list.
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The examination reading list also contains two additional secondary
readings (usually literary histories or general literary surveys) that cover
the four periods, also drawn from the departmental reading list.

The final version of the examination reading list must be approved and
signed by the student’s exam committee and filed with the graduate
secretary by the end of winter term of the second year. Students are
responsible for distributing the approved reading list to the MA committee
members as soon as the list is approved.

Examination Questions

In all fields, one of the two exams must be answered in the candidate’s
major language; the other can be written in the major language or in
English. Choice of language is to be determined in consultation with the
committee chair.

The four members of the MA exam committee work together to prepare
the questions for the candidate. The exam committee chair is responsible
for collecting questions from the committee members and submitting
them to the graduate secretary. On the first exam, the candidate answers
four questions, choosing between two questions in each of four periods.
On the second exam, the candidate chooses between two possible
selections for the close reading analysis. The four members read and
grade both exams and come to an agreement on the final grade to be
submitted for each exam. The committee chair moderates this discussion,
submits the grades to the graduate secretary, and communicates the
results to the candidate. The student passes when the average grade for
each exam is satisfactory (low pass, pass or high pass).

The master’s examination is a closed book exam and therefore without
footnotes or a bibliography. The exam must be typed using a twelve-point
font, double-spaced.

Students who fail the master of arts examination in whole or in part will
be allowed to take it over (in whole or in part) once. They are encouraged
to do so during the course of the following term (usually the summer
session) and no later than six months after failing. If they fail again, they
are disqualified.

Research: [Topic] (FR 601), Research: [Topic] (ITAL 601), or
Research: [Topic] (SPAN 601)  and Practicum: [Topic] (FR 606),
Practicum: [Topic] (ITAL 606), or Practicum: [Topic] (SPAN 606).
Students who hold a GTF appointment may register for 2 credits of
Practicum or one credit of Research in order to complete the nine credits
per term required by the Division of Graduate Studies (two graduate
courses constitute 8 credits). During the first quarter of their first year,
students holding a GTF appointment use Practicum to develop their
teaching skills in practical application. Students not holding a GTF
appointment are encouraged to take a third course (for a total of 12
credits) or 1 credit of Research to work on an independent research
project.

Reading and Conference: [Topic] (FR 605), Reading and Conference:
[Topic] (ITAL 605), or Reading and Conference: [Topic] (SPAN 605).
Students may request to do a Reading and Conference course to
address a specific problem on which no course currently exists. Before
the end of the term preceding the Reading and Conference course, the
student prepares a project proposal and submits it to the faculty member
with whom he or she wants to work. The project proposal should include
a statement of the problem the student wants to explore and a tentative
reading list of primary and secondary sources. Only one 4-credit Reading
and Conference course may be used to satisfy requirements for the MA
degree.

Reading and Conference: [Topic] (RL 605). The purpose of this
required independent reading course is to motivate students to begin
reading during the summer following their first year in the MA program in
preparation for the exams that will take place in the spring term of their
second year.

During the spring term of the first year of the MA program, students
present to their advisors a reading list of eight to ten works to be studied
during the summer. The books must belong to no more than two of
the periods defined by the MA program, and five of the books must be
taken from the departmental reading list. At least one of the texts should
be a literary history or a similar text about the period. This approved
list (signed by the faculty advisor) will be submitted to the director of
graduate studies before the end of the spring term.

In fall term, students will register for a 2-credit, graded Reading and
Conference course with the director of graduate studies as the instructor
of record.

In the third week of the fall term of the second year, students present
the findings of their summer study in a public forum. This one-day forum
is organized as a professional meeting, with a chair for each session, a
discussion following the presentations, and refreshments. Most Romance
language faculty members are present during these presentations, as
well as all MA students.

Presentations are fifteen minutes long and delivered in English.
Presentations focus on the main themes that students have explored
in their readings. Students should be able to discuss both literary
techniques and historical context of the period selected, providing
examples from the books they have read. Plot summaries should be
avoided.

At the end of the presentations, the faculty members meet to evaluate
the presentations. On satisfactory completion of this exercise, students
receive 2 graded credits for the course. If the faculty members find
that a presentation was deficient, they recommend that the student do
supervised reading with the faculty specialist in the period before being
assigned a grade and receiving course credit.


